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VETERANS HEALTH CARE FACILI-

TIES CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT 
ACT 
Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I rise 

today in support of H.R. 2646, as 
amended, the Veterans Health Care Fa-
cilities Capital Improvement Act of 
2011. I urge our colleagues to support 
this bipartisan legislation, which 
would allow for new construction 
projects in five States and Puerto Rico 
and would extend several VA programs, 
including vital homeless programs. 

Last year, Congress passed, and the 
President signed into law, Public Law 
112–10, Department of Defense and Full- 
Year Continuing Appropriations Act, 
and provided an advanced appropria-
tion of fiscal year 2012 funding for vet-
erans’ health care. Enacting H.R. 2646, 
as amended, would avoid interruptions 
in VA programs and would allow VA to 
use the full amount of funding provided 
through Public Law 112–10. 

VA has worked tirelessly to get vet-
erans off the streets and into housing. 
Their efforts are commendable, but 
there is still work to be done. H.R. 2646, 
as amended, contains critical exten-
sions to many of VA’s programs to end 
homelessness among veterans. This bill 
would allow VA to continue to operate 
the drop-in resource centers that help 
connect homeless veterans to services; 
provide grants to transitional housing 
programs for the most vulnerable 
homeless veterans, such as the frail el-
derly, terminally ill, women with chil-
dren, and seriously mentally ill; and 
continue its street outreach and emer-
gency care services for homeless vet-
erans. These programs are on the front 
line of VA’s services for homeless vet-
erans. 

One of the best ways to end veteran 
homelessness is to prevent it from hap-
pening. This bill would support VA’s 
homelessness prevention and rapid re-
housing programs by extending the 
Supportive Services for Veteran Fami-
lies Program, a critical resource for 
stopping homelessness before it begins. 
H.R. 2646, as amended, also extends the 
Homeless Veterans’ Reintegration Pro-
gram, which helps homeless veterans 
find and maintain employment. Ex-
tending these programs will decrease 
the number of veterans who may be-
come homeless in these tough eco-
nomic times. 

VA has a long list of construction 
projects that have yet to be funded. 
H.R. 2646, as amended, would allow VA 
to make critical upgrades to its facili-
ties and infrastructure to ensure that 
we can provide care to veterans in a 
safe environment. For instance, this 
bill would allow VA to begin a $51 mil-
lion project to seismically strengthen 
the nursing tower and community liv-
ing center at the VA Puget Sound 
Healthcare System in Seattle, WA. 
Built in 1985, this building does not 
meet the current seismic code for 
Washington State. Located in an area 
of high seismic activity, it is vital that 
this building be upgraded so that the 
VA Puget Sound Healthcare System 

can continue to deliver world-class 
healthcare to veterans in a safe envi-
ronment. 

We must allow VA to continue work 
on projects such as seismic corrections 
in San Juan, PR; construction of new 
Polytrauma and Blind Rehabilitation 
Centers in Palo Alto, CA; medical cen-
ter improvements and cemetery expan-
sion in St. Louis, MO; and additional 
parking facilities and nurse education 
opportunities to ongoing projects in 
Fayetteville, AR and Orlando, FL, re-
spectively. Additionally, it would au-
thorize VA to lease space for out-
patient clinics in Columbus, GA; Fort 
Wayne, IN; Mobile, AL; Salem, OR; San 
Jose, CA; South Bend, IN; and Spring-
field, MO. 

This bill helps us honor the legacy of 
heroic veterans by dedicating VA med-
ical facilities in their names. With the 
endorsement of every member of the 
Texas congressional delegation, the 
West Texas VA Health Center in Big 
Spring, TX, would be renamed in honor 
of George H. O’Brien, a hometown hero. 
With similar support from the Colorado 
Congressional delegation, the Tele-
health Clinic in Craig, CO, would be re-
named in honor of MAJ William Ed-
ward Adams. 

Our Nation’s veterans have sacrificed 
much in their service to this country, 
we must make sure they receive the 
care and benefits they earned. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MIKE DAVIDSON 

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President, I 
rise to commend and thank Mike Da-
vidson for his decades of extraor-
dinarily dedicated and consequential 
service to our Nation, most recently as 
the general counsel for the Senate Se-
lect Committee on Intelligence over 
the past 8 years. 

Many others have praised the wise, 
discerning, and sound counsel that has 
characterized every step of Mike’s dis-
tinguished career, from his time in the 
Peace Corps in Kenya in the mid-1960s 
throughout his decades of service since 
then: as a litigator for the NAACP 
Legal Defense Fund, as a professor of 
clinical law at the State University of 
New York at Buffalo, as chief staff 
counsel for the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the District of Columbia, as the 
first legal counsel of the Senate, and, 
following his first retirement from the 
Senate in 1995, as counsel for several 
important public initiatives—includ-
ing, most prominently, serving as gen-
eral counsel for the Joint Inquiry into 
Intelligence Community Activities Be-
fore and After the Terrorist Attacks of 
September 11, 2001. 

This exceptionally distinguished 
record speaks for itself, and in 2003 it 
led me to recruit Mike back to full- 
time service in the Senate. As the In-
telligence Committee’s vice chairman 
at the time, I asked Mike to serve as 
the committee’s minority counsel, a 
position he held from 2003 through 2006. 
When I became the committee’s chair-
man in 2007, I asked Mike to undertake 

the duties of general counsel. He 
agreed to take on this role, and he con-
tinued to serve me and the committee 
well throughout the 2 years that I was 
chairman. After I passed on the gavel 
to Senator DIANNE FEINSTEIN in 2009, 
Mike stayed on for nearly 3 more 
years, until his quiet retirement ear-
lier this month. 

Throughout this time on the com-
mittee, Mike’s calm and unflappable 
presence; his evenhanded, understated, 
and fair approach to even the most 
contentious issues; his painstaking at-
tention to detail and unfailing mem-
ory; and, above all, his dedication to 
the law and to the security interests of 
the United States, have served this 
committee and our Nation well. Day in 
and day out, we knew we could rely on 
Mike’s counsel. Whether it was a situa-
tion involving routine oversight or a 
matter of great sensitivity and histor-
ical importance—of which there were 
many during those years, including our 
investigations into the intelligence re-
garding weapons of mass destruction in 
Iraq, our efforts to end the CIA’s coer-
cive interrogations, our drafting and 
passing the landmark Foreign Intel-
ligence Surveillance Act Amendments 
Act of 2008, among others—Mike 
Davidson’s legal acumen and advice 
were invariably excellent, and also in-
dispensable to the work of the com-
mittee. 

My colleagues and I trusted Mike’s 
judgment implicitly. His example of 
dedicated public service and his excep-
tional day-to-day performance on the 
job earned our respect and admiration, 
and it inspired a generation of staff 
who had the privilege to work along-
side him. 

We will miss Mike dearly, but his 
legacy will remain a part of the Senate 
Select Committee on Intelligence for 
years to come. We wish him well in his 
second retirement, even as we leave the 
light on for him just in case he decides 
to serve again. 

f 

NATIONAL PROSTATE CANCER 
AWARENESS MONTH 

Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. Mr. 
President, today I rise to recognize 
September as National Prostate Cancer 
Awareness Month. Prostate cancer is 
one of the most common types of can-
cer in men. Approximately one in six 
men will be diagnosed with this disease 
during their lifetime and it is esti-
mated that over 240,000 men will be di-
agnosed with and over 33,000 men will 
die from the disease this year. While no 
cure has been found, early detection 
presents our best chance at saving 
lives. Public awareness of prostate can-
cer is improving but statistics dem-
onstrate that more can be done to 
make awareness and early detection of 
this disease a national priority. 

The odds of successfully treating this 
disease improve with early detection, 
and health experts recommend that 
men begin receiving yearly screenings 
at age 50 or sooner for those men at 
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